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summer of 1898 that he was able to exhibit military quality, and, incidentally, to bring himself under the notice—never afterwards relaxed—of Lord Kitchener. For some reason no official narrative of this, highly organised campaign was ever produced, and Mr. Churchill's " River War " stands as the only real record. A year or two later, however, there was published " An Account of the Work of the Egyptian Cavalry in the Atbara and Omdurman Campaign." The pamphlet appeared over no signature, but it was notorious among soldiers that Doiaglas Haig had made his first effort as an author.          r*
A well-known man of letters was responsible the other day for the dictum that " a soldier almost always writes well.55 I believe this generalisation to be completely untrue ; whatever truth it possesses is due to the obligation imposed upon soldiers of drafting concise and lucid reports and orders. It may, of course, be less indulgently said^that soldiers never attempt to write unless they are an exception to their order, and have some s£ill with the pen. Lord Haig, on the platform, is very hesitating in speech, rhetorically quite unimpressive, not too rich in vocabulary, and only carries his points by a sheer honesty of purpose plainly ingrained in every word he utters. On paper—I am told that in this field he never asks or accepts advice—he is clear, easy, enamoured of his subject, and quite readable. He was wise in taking the unusual (if not unprecedented) step of securing the copyright of his despatches, which will take their place—apart from their professional and historical value—among the widely-read books of the day.
After  the  Calipha  had  been  crushed  and the
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